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THE BRIDE TO 


ALLMAYDES. 


Ot out of bubble blaſted Pride, 
,.Y Dae Toppoſemy ſelfe a Bride, | 
In ſcornefall manner with wpbraides s 
Againſt all modeſt virgin maides. x 
As though 14id diſpiſe chaſt youth) * 
This is net m) intent of truth, | 
7 know they muſt line ſingle lines, © | 
Before th are graced to be wines,” * , * B 
But ſuch are only touchd by we, 4: k 
'T hat thinke themſelues as good as wee: 
And ſay girlesgveomens fellows arr, 
Nay ſawcely, Our betters farr: 
rea will diſpute, they are as good, 
Such wenches vex me to the blood, 
 Andare notto bebornewith all: 
Thoſe I dce here in queſtion call, 
 #home with the rules of reaſons Arte: 
Ile teach more wit before we p art. 
Sylence, of kindnes t ray 
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Veep and fellow maydes ( that were of ſate) 
Take kindly hcere my weeding dayes adow, 
I entertayne degree aboue your tate: 
For Marriage life's beyond the fjngle crew, 
Bring me to Church as cuſtore ſayes you ſhall, 
And then as wife, farewell my wenches all. - 


I goe before you vnto Honour now, . 
Ang Hymen s Rites with toy doc vndertake 
Forlite, | make the conſtant Nuptiall vow, 
Striue you to follow tor your credits ſake, 

For greater grace ta Womankind is none 

T hen loyne with husband aichtulfrwoi in onc. 


God Honoured chus,our great Grand-mother Eu: 

And gaue thereby the blethng of increaſe, 

For were not mariage we mult ali belkeeue, 

Thegenerationsof the carth would ceaſe. 
Mankind ſhould be extinguiſh'd and decreaſd 
Andall the world would bur conſiſt of beaſt. 


Which cauſed me to finde my Mayden folly, 
And having foundit,to reformethe ſame: 
A3 Though 


X 


>. 
. 


Though ſome of you, thereat ſeeme meſanche!.y 
That I forever doe renounce your name. 

I not reſpe&t what cenſure you can giue, 

Since with a loving Man I meane toliue. 


Whoſe kindeſt heart, to meis worth:you all, 
Him to content, my ſoule in all things ſeekes, 
Say what you pleaſe, exclaiming chide and brall, 
Ile turne diſgrace vnto your blulking cheekes. 
Iam your betger now by Ring and Hatt,. 
No more playn Roſe, but Miftris you know what. 


Marrie therefore and yeald increaſea ſtore, 
Elſe to what purpoſe weate you breed and borhe: 
Thoſe tharreceaue, and nothing gine therefore: 
Are fruitles creatures, of contempt and ſcorne,. 
T he excellence of all chitgs doth conſiſt, 
In giuing, this no reaſon can reſift. 


The gloriou#Sun, in giving farth his light, 

TheEarth in planrs,and hearbs & countles things 

_ Thetrees their fruit, The prays of the Night 
She bountious giues to rivers flouds and, ſprings, 
Andallthat beaven,and all rhatearth containes, 
T heir goodnes,in Increaſe of guifts explaynes.. 


But what-doe you thatneither giue nor take, 
(As only made for hearing, and for ſeeing,) 
Akhongh created helpers for Mans ſake: 

RE Yot 


The Bride. 


Yet Man no whitthe better for your being, 
Char ſpend conſume and Idle oat your howers, 
Like many garden-paynted vſeleſle flowers, 


Your liuesareclike thoſe worthles barren trees, 

T hat neveryeald ( fromyeare to yeare)burt leques: 

Greene-bowes vpon them only all men ſegs, 

But other goodnes there is none receaues, 
They fouriſh ſommerand they make a ſhowe, 
Yet tothemſckres they fruitles ſpring &growe. 


Conſider beaft, and fiſh and foule, all creatures, 
How there is male and female of their kinde, 
And how in loue they doe inlarge their natures: 
Even by conſtrayn'd neceſlity inclyn'd: 
To paire and match,and couple tis decreed, 
To ſtocke and ſtore thecarth, with what they 
| (breed. 
In that moſt powerfull word, ſtill power dothlye, 
To whoſe obedience all muſt ſubie&bee, - *. 
That ſayd at firſt, /ncreaſe and multiply, 
Which flillenduers from age to age wee ſec: 
Dutie obligeth every one ſhould frame, | 
To his dread will, that did commaund the'ſame. 


It is let good for Map tobe alone, beſt: ) 
(00 that great God, who only knowes whats 
And therefore made a wife of bone, 


While he repolipg ſlept,with quyetreſt, 


Which 


The Bride." 


Which might preſage, the great Creator me... 
In their coniun&ion;ſumeot earths content, 


Aiſtris Suſan, 


Good Miftris Bride,now we haue hard yourſpeach 
Incommendation of your 25" nay choyle, 
Giue me alittle favour beſeeth,. 
Fam vnto you with a Virgins voyce: 
| Thoughdiversclder maydesin place there be, 
Yctile begin, truſting they'le ſecond me. 


We are yourfellows but toChurch youſay, 
As cuſtome is that maydes,ſhould bring the 3Br/de, 
And forno longer then the wedding day, 
You bou!d with vs, butturne to tother (ide: 
Boaſting of Honour youaſſend vnto, 
And ſo goe forward making much adoe. 


But this vnto you TIuſtly1 obic&, 
Inthe defence of each beloned mayde,. 
Virginity,islife ofchaſtreſpeR, 


No her + burden — we, v4 
Ourſynple life, all Hang; quiet bringes, 
And we are free from carefull carthly things: 


We may doe what we pleaſe,goe where we liſt, 
Without pray hushand will you gine me leaue, 
Our reſolucions no man can reliſt, 


Our - 


The Bride. 


Onr own's our owne, to giue orto receiue, 
Weliue not vnder this ſame word obay: 
Till Death depart vs,at our dying day. 


We way delight infaſhion, weare the ſame, 
Andchuſe the ſtuffe of laſt deviſed ſale: 
Take Taylors counſell in it free from blame, 
And ciſt it off aſſoone as it growes ſtale; 
Goe out, come in,and at ſelte pleaſure liue, 
And kindly take, what kind youngmen do giue, 


Wee haue no checking churlith taunts to feare vs, 
We haue no grumbling at our purſe expence: 
We ſecke no miſers favour to forbeare vs, 
We vie no houshold wranglings and offence: 

We haue no cocke to overcrowe ourcombe, 


Cate, 
Wellſaid good S»/a»,now thou pay lther home. 
Bride. 


A little favour pray,good 1M1ſtris Sue, 

You haueatime to heare aſwell as ſpeake: 

Youchallenge more by odds then 1s your due, 

And ſtand on Arguments are childiſh weake: | 
Offreedome,liberty,and all content, 


But in theaire your ous is vainely ſpent. 
It 


The Bride. 


It is your ſhameto boſt you hane your will, 
And that youarein teare ofno controwle, 
Your caſes Sa/an,are more bad and ill, 
Moſt dangerous to body and to ſoule: 
Awoman to her will hath oft bin try'd, 
To run with errour,on the left hand fide. 


Pray did not danger then to Exe befall, 
When ſhe rooke liberty withour her heda, 
T he Serpent ouercame hertherwithall, 
And thorow will,ſhe wilfull was miſled: 
Yelding afſoone as Sathandid intice, 
And of her husband never tooke aduilc. 


In witto men we are inferijour far, 

For arts for learning,and Ingenious things, 

No rare Inuentions in our braynes there are, 

T hat publique profitto a kingdome brings: 
T is they that muſt all callings execute, 
And wee of all their labours reape the fruite. 


They are Diuines for ſoules true happines, 

They Maieſtraites to right offen{iue wronges, 

T hey ſonldiers for their martiall valiantnes, 

They artizans, for allto vſe belonges : 
They husbandmen to worke the earths increaſe, 
And they the ſome of womens ioye and peace. 


Andſhallnot we performe obedience then? 
fs 


The Bride. 


As weeare bound by law of God and nature, 

Yealdingtrue barrs affe&tion vnto men, 

Ordain'd toruie and gouerne euery creature : 
Why then ofall onearth that liue and moue, 
We ſhould degenerate and monſters proue. 


Beſſe. 


Monſters (forſoth) nere ſleepein maidens beds, - 
But they are lodged with your married wiues, 
The knotty browes,and rugged butting heds, 
Concerne not vs,profefling lingle liues, 

Tolearne your hats we haue no deuotis 


Keepe monſters to your ſelues,we ſcorne the mo- 
(tion. 


Bride. 


Beſle,of ſuch ſhapes, whe your turne coms to mar- 

A ciretullmynd,in choy.ſe ofhusband beare, (ty 

| Forif your browes from former ſmorhnesvarry, 

Thinke on this ſpeach, 1t commeth with a feare : 
Which Iam paſt,perplexe me no feare can. 
Being ſure I haue a conſtant honeſt mah. 


Taxe., 


Belicue you hane,and tis enough they ſlay, 

But you and Iagree not in amynde, | 

I read in ſtoryes men will run aſttay, o 
B 2 | et 


The Bride. 


Yet make thcir fooliſh wiues beleeneth'are kind: 
And therefore ſince they are ſocunning knowne 
lle.keepe tny ſelfe a maideand truſtto none, 


Had I one ſutor ſwore himſelfeloue-ſicke, 
Another for his Miſtris ſake would die, 
A third thorow C#p:/ds power growne lunaticke, 
A tourth that Janguilhing palt hope did lye : 
Ando fiſt, (ixt, and ſeauenth in loues pafſion, 
My Maiden-head for them ſhould nere change 
: (faſhion. 
An:as told many a cogging tale, | 
To D1do that renowned worthy Queene, 
And 7aſo» with his flatterings did prenaile, 
Yet faller knaues inloue were neuer ſeene: 
And atrhis inſtant hower,as they were then, 
The world aboundeth with deceitfall men. . 


Doll, . 


arethiats too truc,forto youall I ſyeare, . 

How I was bobd by onetis ſhimeto tell, 

A ſmoother fellow neuer wench did heare, 

And asTliue,I thought he loud me well : 
Heere youlhall ſee one of his cunning letters, 
Which MillI keepe,&meaneto ſhew his betters. 


In.Romane hand,on guilded paperwrit, 
; Pray 


The Bride. 


Pray Dorothy read you it to thereſt, 

But whether his owne head inuented it, 

Or robd ſomeprinted Booke doe proteſt : 
I cannot teil,but his owne names to it, 
Which proucs he takes vponthim fortodoe it. 


—————_—_——. 


The Love Letters 


The trueſt heart, ſhall nowght but falſhoodcheriſh, 

The mildeſt man, a cruel tyrant prooxe, 

The water drops the hardeſt flint ſhall periſh, 

The hilles ſhall walke,and maſsie earth remooue: | 
The brighteſt Sun ſhall turne to darkeſome clowdt, . 
Ere Iproout falſe,where 1 my loue haue vowate, 


Eve Ipreone falſe,the world d:ſolud ſhall be, 

To that ſame nothing that it was bifore, 

Ere 1 prooue falſe mine eyes fhall ceaſe taſee, 

And breath of life ſhall breath in me no more : 
Theſtrong Luilt frame ſhall moue from his foundati- - 


Ere I remoue my [ones determination. (op 


Deathſhall forget to kill, and men to dye, 
Condemned ſoules ſhall laugh,and ceaſe to mourn, |. 
The loweſt hell ſhall riſe ayd meete the ſkye, 
Time ſhall forget his courſe and backe returne : 
Centrary onto kinae each thing ſhall prone, 
B 3 ; Fre - 


The Bride, 


Ere 1 be falſe or once forget my lone, 


Oh then deare heart reggr dmy ſad eſtate, 
My paſcions griefe anda wofull lamentation, 
Oh pittie me cre pittie came too late, 
That hold thee - a pait mans imagination: 
Preſerue my life and ſay that thou wilt hae me, 
Or elſe I die the whole world cannot ſaue me. 


Grace. 


This isa Ballad I haue heard it ſung. 
Doll, 


Well,be or be not,that's not to the matter, 

But who will truſtalouers pen or tongue, 

T har vſe all proteftations thus to flatter : 
For this baſe fellow that was ſo perplext, 
Sent this one monday, and was married next, 


Sara, 


Nowout vpon him moſt diſſembling creature, 
Ile warrant you that he can neuerthriue, 
Heſhowes himſelfe,cuen of as bada nature, 
As cuer was inany manaliue: 
Alas poore foole that hath this fellow got, 
Shee hath a Iewell of him, hath ſhe not: 


Net 


The Bride. 


Nell, | 


Yesſurely hath ſhe,(waying all things deepe,) 
A louer that will taſt as fweete as gall, 
One that is better farre to hang then keepe, 
And Iper{wade me you doethinke foal]; 
Excepring onely partiall 1/tris Bride, 
For ſhe ſtands ſtoutly to the married ſide. 


Bride, 
So farre as reaſon,and as right requires, 
I will detend them both by word and deede, 
Yet haue 1 no apology torlyers, 
 Andill conditions that falle hearts doe breede : 
«© All thatare married be not faithfull kinde, 
© Norall vamarried,are not chaſt in minde. 


Arecthere not maids(vpon yourcoſcience ſpeake?) 
Knowne toFour ſelucs as well as you knowe me, 
Will vowe their loue to men,and falſly breake, 
Which in the number of your Yirgzns be, 
T hat will delude ſome haltea ſcore young men, 
And hauing gulld them,take ſome other then. 


 Iwillnot name her was in love with ten, 

But 1n yaur cares ile note her ſecret; harke, 

She had both Courtiers,Cockneys,Country-men, 

Yetinthe endea Saylor boards herBarke: 
Andtherefore pur not men inall the blame, 
But ſpeakethetruetb,and ſorhe diudll ſhame. 


Grace, 


T he Bride. 


Grace, 


I knowe the partie well that you doe meane, . 
And thus much for her I dare boldly ſay, 
Todiuers ſutors though ſhe ſeemed toleane, 
Totrye her fortunes out the wiſeſt way: 
Yetdid ſhe ncuerplight her faith toany, 
But vnto him ſhe had,among ſo many : 


And thers nodoubt but diuers doe as ſhe, 

Your ſelfe in conſcience, haue had more then one, 
To whomin ſhewe you would familiar be, 
Andcomming to the point why you would none: 
Cluilitie allowes a courteous cariage, 

To ſuch as proffer loue by way of marriage. 


An affable behauiour may be vſcd, 

And kinde requitallanſwere kinde deſeart, 

Andyet no honeſt man thereby abuſed, - 

With fained ſhowes;as it he had the heart : 
When there is purpoſe of no ſuch intent 
Togull him with his time and mony ſpent. 


Mall, 


Were Ito giue maidescounell,they to take it, 
And that they would conſent to doe as I, 

W ho offered vs hisloue,we would forſake it, 
Andlike Dianes Nymphs would line and die: 


Fof 


The Bride. 


For I proteſt your louers ſhould have none, 
Burwiues and widdowes to put tricks vpon. 


We would reuengethe crafty double dealing, 
T houſands of harmeicſle virgins doc endure, 
By their deceitful] art of kindc-hart ſtealing, 
Keeping our loues vnto our ſelues ſecure : 
And creditto their vowes,ſhould be noother, 
But in at one carc, and goe outat tother. 


| Briae, 
This you would doe, and yarein thatminde now, 
Burt I perſwade me tis but raſhly ſpoken, 
And therefore Mary make no tooliſh vow, 
For if you doein conſcience twill be broken : 
Say youdoe meane to keepe you freefrom man, 
But to be ſure, ſtill put in- 7f you cap. 


Orelfe you may preſume aboue your power, 
Twixt words and deedes, greatdifference often 
You may be taken ſuch alouing hower, (growes, 
Your heart may all be Cup/ds to diſpoſe; 
T hen vve ſhall haue you ſicke,& pineand grieue, 
And nothing buta husband can relicue. 


Aske butyour elders thatare gone before, 
And the'le ſay marry maideas we haue done, 
Twixttwelueand twenty open love the doore, 


And ſay you vvere not borne to livea Nonne: 
| C ynperfect 


The Bride. 


Vnperfe@ female, liuing odde youare,. 
Neuer true een, till you match and paire.. 


Inſt-Nature at the firſt this courſedid take, . 
Woman and man deuided were in twaine, 
But by vniting both did ſiveetely make, 
Deuiſ1onsblifle contenfull to remaine, 
Which well madelawe of Nature and ofkinde, 
To matters reaſonles doe nothing binde, 


Nothing vnfit,nothing vainſt to doe, 
Butall inorderorderly cantiſting, 
T hen what ſeeme they that wil notioine theirtwo: 
And ſo be one, without vnkindereſiſting : 
Surely no other cenſure pafleI can, 
But ſhe's halfe woman liues without a man, 


One,that depriues her ſelte of whats her right, 

Borne vnto care, and ignorant ofeaſe,. | 

A lftleſſelivingtiing without delight, +4). 

One,whom vn leaſantnefſe beſt ſeemesto pleaſe: 
Depriu'd of lifes ſweete ioy,from kind remoned, 
Ot worthleſle parts, vnworthy to be loned. 


Who will in paine pertake with ſuch a one, 
(Whom we may moſt vnhappy creaturecall,) 
Whowill aGiſt her,when her griefe makes mone, 
Or.who vphold her ifſhe chance tofall: . 
| The: 


As ſure asdeath ile ioyn 


The Bride. 


The burthen onedoth beare islightto two; 
For twiſted cordesare bardeſtto vadoe. 


Prudence, 


Theloueand ioy doth abſolute remaine, 
That in poſteritte is fixed faſt, 

For thou in children art new borneagaine, 
When yeeres haue brought thee to thy breath- 


pent laſt: 


f 
Thoſe oliue-plants, ſhall from each R .. ſpring, 
Till Tis full period endeth every thing. 


T his being thus, what ſenceleſſe girles you be, 
_ Toiuſtifie a life not worth embracing, 
Oppoling lilly maiden wits gainſt me, 
| That will not yeeldean ynch to your out-facing: 
For were heere preſentallthe maydesin rowne, 
With marriage reaſons I would put them down. 


Kinke ſiſters all, now I baue heard the Bride, 

Will you haue my opinion,not to flatter, 

Sure Iamturning tothe wedding (ide, 

I heareſuch good ſound reafon for the matter: 
Let Grace,Doll, Beſſeand Suſan, Mary,lane, 
Leade apes in hell,l am not of their vaine. 


e my ſelfe with man, 
C'9 


For 


The Bride. 


For I perſwade me tis a happy life, 

Ile be a Bride vvithall the ſpeede I can, 

Its vvonder how I long to bea vvite : 

Grace heer's good counſell, had you grace to take it 
S1ſan tis ſound,oh Beſſe doe not forſake it. 


Good husband-men vve ſee doe cucr'vſe, 

Tochuſle for fortit thoſe that breede the beſt, 

And none vvill-keepe bad breeders that can chuſe, 

Euen ſo your towlers that often brood the neſt, 
Are moſteſteem'd,&their kinds worthieſt thoght 
All barren things,by all are counted nought: 


Who plantes an orchard vvith vnfruitfull trees, 
Nane. buta madman ſo vvill vvaſthisground, 
Or vvho {owes corne vvhere onely ſand he ſees, 
Aſſured that there vvill no increaſe be found : 
Andina vvord all thatthe vvorld containes, 
Haueexcellence in their begetting gains. 


For my part therefore Lreſoluc me thus, 
Vnto the purpoſe I vvas borne, ile line, 
All maydesare foolesthar vvill notioyne vvith vs, 
And vnto men their right of marriage giue : 
, Mdſt vvorthy Bride,here is my hand and vo, 
Ilouea man in heart,as vvellas thou, 

Ioy Francis, r | 
Prudence, am of your opinion iuft, | 
A vvif's farre-better then a matchleſſe maide, 


ned I end 


lle 


The Bride. 


le ſtay no longer virgin then needes muſt, 

Thelaw of Natureought to be obayde: 
Either vve muſt haue inward loue to men, 
Orelſe beare hate,and ſo be bruriſh then, 


Doth not the vvorld inſtru vsthis by others, 

T hat vvedlocke is a remedy for linne, . 

Shall vve bevviſer then ourreuerent mothers, 

T hat married,or we all had baſtards bin: 
And ereourmothers loſt their maiden Iemme, 
Did not our grandhams cuen as much forthem, 


From whence haue you the gift toliue vawed, 

Pray of what ſtuffe are your ſtraight bodies made, 

By what chalt ſpirit was your niceneſſe bred, 

T hat ſceme of fleſh to be ſo purely ſtayde : 
Arenotall here made females for like ends, 
Fye,fye for ſhame,diſemble not with friends. 


Ile tellyou one thing which by proofe I knowe, 
My mother had a cocke that vs'd toroame, | 
And all the hens would to our neighbours goe, 
Wecould not keepe them forour liues at home : 
Abroad they went,though we woldnere fofaine: 
Vntillby chance we got our cocke againe. 


Andſo myfathers pigeons in like ſort, 
Ourmatchlefſe hens about would euer flyc, 
Topairewith other douesrhey would reſort, 
(Pray laugh not S»ſap,foritisnolye) I: 


The Bride. 


I haue it not fromother folkes-relation, 
But from mine owne,and mothers obſervatior, 


Saſan, 


I laugh that you compare vsto your hens, 
Or (traying pigions thatabroad haue flowne, 
To ſeckeabour for cocks of other mens, 
Becauſe (you ſay)they wanted of their owne : 
But Francke, though you likethem be francke 
| and free, 
You muſt not indgeall other ſoto be. 


We doe not vſe to hunt abroad for cockes, 
But rather ſhun the places where they be, 
T he prouerbe fayes/er geeſe beware the fox, 
Tis calie making prayes of ſuchas we : 
Thar will not keepe them from the charmers 
(charme, 
Mens flatteries doe maiden-heads much harme, 


Bride. 


Flatterers are of all to be reieRed, 

As wellof wiues as you that are but maydes, 

We praiſe not faults wherewith men are infeRed, 

Nor yeeld applauſe to cuery one perſwades: 
Our prayſing men thus vnderſtand you muſt, 
Tis meant of; thoſeate honeſt, louing,iuſt, 


The Bride. 


Why thereare men doeerre ia what you hold, 
Chaſt batchelers that neuer meane to match, 
- Who for the ſiugle life ſmooth tales haue told, 
> And yetthe fleſhly knaues will haue a ſnatch: 
Ile neretruſt thoſe that of themſelues doe boaſt, 
The great preſilians will deceive you moſt, 


I knew a prating fellow would maintaine, 

A married man had burtwo merry dayes, 

His wedding day the ioyfull firſt of twaine, 

For then God glue you oy, euenall men ſayes:: 
The ſecond merry day of married life, 
Is that whereon he burieth his wife, 


And woemen vnto ſhippes he would compare, 

Saying as they continually lackemending, | 

So wiues ſtill out of repairationsare, 

And vrge their husbands daily vnto ſpending: 
Yea worſe diſgrace,he would preſame to ſpeake: - 
Which I will ſpare,leaſt I offend the weake, 


But note the badneſle of this wretches life,; 

That counted woemen abiett things forſaken, - 
He raune away at laſt with's neighbours wife, . 
Worthy of hanging were the raſcall taken : 

; Such odious aces haue ſuch diſhoneſt mates, - 
that againſt marriage, rudeand ſenceles prates. - 


Bur - 


 TheBride, 


But you moſt wilfull wenches that oppoſe, 
Againſtthe ſtaterhat you are borneto honour, 
A prophelie vnto youlle diſcloſe, = 
And ſhe that here doth takemoſt nice vpon her: 
Pray note it well,tor there is matterin it, 
And for to doe you good thus I begiane it, 


When fiſh with fowle changeclements together, 
The one forſaking aire,the other water, - 
And they that woare the finne, to weare the fea- 
(ther, 
Remaining changelings all the worlds time atter: 
T he courſe of nature will be ſo beguilde, 
One maide ſhall get another maide with childe. 


When euery Crow ſhall turne to be a Parrer, 

And euery Starre out-ſhine the glorious Sunne, 

And the new water works runne white and clarret, 

Thatcome to towneby way of 1/lington, 
Woemen and men ſhall quite renounce each 0- 

ther, 

And maides ſhall bee with childe, like a 

| Ho (mother, 

Grace, | 


Like 24erlins mother,how was thatl pray, | 
For I haue heard he was acunning man, 
Therelines notſnchanother at this day, _ 
Noreuer was, ſince Brittans firſt began : a 
c 


The Bride, 


Tell vs the tary,and wewell will minde te. 
Becauſe they lay , 1» written bookes we finde it, 


Bride. 


Marry this 24e-l:ns mother was welſh Lady, 
T hat liued in Carmaraay beautious maide, 
Andloue of Lords and Knights ſhee did not way 


| (by, 
But ſctalllight, and euery one denayd : 
All Gentlemen, (as all you knowe be there,) 
That came a woaing were no wit the neere, 


Atlengthit hapned that this gallant £irie, 

Which ſcorned a'l men that ſhe euer ſaw 

Holding her ſclte co bea matchleſſe Pearle, 

And ſuch a Loadeſtone that could Loucrs draw : 

_ Grew belly-full,exceeding bigge and plumpe, 
Which put her Mayden-creditin a dumpe. 


Time running courſe,and herfull ſtomacke fed, 
When conſumation of fewe months expired, 
Shee husbandleſle,a mayde was brought to bed, 


D Of 


The Bride. 


Of thatrare Merlin thatthe world admired: 
This to be honeſt all her friends did doubt 1% 
Much prittle prattle was in wales about it. 


Sothatere long,the ſtrangnes of the thing, 

Tohearethart Lady Adban had achilde, 

Causdfamous Arthar,(being Brittans King) 

Send for hertothe Court,and reaſon milde : 
Toknow how this rare matter could be done, 
And make her findea father for her ſonne. 


She told his Matcſtie with {ighes and tcares; 
Thar keeping beautie carefull from the Sunne, 
Within her chamber ſafely ſhut from feares, 
Till 7þeb#« horſes tothe Welt wererunne : 
Thedoores faſt lock'd,and ſhe her ſelfealone, 
Came ina gallant ſtranger, meere vnknowne. 


Who cuer came 1n courting manner to her; 

With all the louing courage could bethought : 

So powertull in perſwaſijons force to woe her, 

T hatto his willconſtrained ſhe was brought : - 
Although her heart did firme deniall vow, 
Yetſhe was forcd to yeeld and knew not how. _ 


So 


The Pride. 


$o oft hecame (quorh fhe)private and firange, 
When I ſhut vp my ſelfe in moſtſad humor, 
That | began to finde an inward change, 
Which brought me quickly roan outward tumor: 
An'tpleaſe your highnes I was in ſuch caſe, 
T hat to the world I durſt not ſhow my face, 


My foes reioyced, all my friends were ſad, 

My ſelfe in ſorrow ſpent both day and night, 

No fſatisfa&tion my wrong'd honour had, 

Was neuer maide in ſuch perplexed plight : 
T'obe with child whether I will or no, 
And for mychild,no humane father know. 


Had I bin married (quoth ſhe)as I ought, 
And with tny loue, the loue of man requited, 
I had not to this woetull ſtate bin brought, * 
Inall contempt,diſgracefully deſpighted : 
And tearmed trumpet by the rude vnciuill, 
Who ſay my ſonne is baſtard to thediuell. 


Wherefore I wiſh Ladies of my degree, 
And allthereſt inferiour ſorts of maydes, 
To rakea warning (for their go0d)by me, 


Y 2 Yeelding 


The Bride. 


YeeldingaffeQtion when kind men perſwades : 
And hatediſdaine that vile accurled fin, 
Leaſt they be plagu'd for pride as] havebin, - 


How ſay you to this warning wenches now, 
1 hat Lady Adbay giues vnto you all, 
Were you not better marriage to allow, 
Thenina manner fora Midwite call 
I thinke you were if I mightiudge the cauſe, 
How ſay you S»ſan, ſpeake good Dol and Grace, 


Grace. 


This is a ſtory that ſeemes very ſtrange, 
And for my part, it doth me full perlwade, 
My Mayden-head with ſome man-toexchange. 
I wilknot live in danger of a mayde: 
The world the fleſh, the divell tempts vsAlill, 
llc haue a husband,l proteſt I will, 


If I were ſure none of you here would blabbe, 
I'would euen tell you ofadreame moſt true, 
Andifl lye,count methe verieſt drabbe, 

. T hateuer any of you ſaw orknewe : 


When 


The Bride, 


When afriend ſpeakes in kindnes donotwrong 
| her; 
For I can Reepeic (for my life) no longer, 


One night(Thaue the day of moneth ſer dowae) 
Becauſe I will make ſerious matters (ure, 
Me thought I wenta iourney out of towne, 
And with a propper man I was made ſure ; 
As ſure as death, me thought we were aſſured, 
| Andallthings for the bulineſſe wereprocured, 


Wedidagree,and faith and troath did plight, 
And hegaue me,and I gaue himaRing, 
- Todoeas Miſtris Bride will dee at night, 
And Iproteſt me thought hedid the thing : 
T hething we ſtand ſo much vpon be toake; 
And I vponthe matter biggedid looke. 


Forſootb(inſadnes,)I was bigge withchilde, 

. And had abelly,(marry Godforbid,) 

T hen fella wecping,but he laughtand ſmil'd, , 

And boldly ſaid,weele tand to whatwedid : 
Fye,fye(quoth I)whocuer ſtands Ifall, 
Farewell my credit, maydenhead and all.. 


D 3. Thus; 


The Bride, 


Thusas I cry'd and wept and wrong my hands, 
And ſaid deare maydes and maydenhead adue, 
Before my face me thought my mother ftands, 
And queſtion'd with me how this matter grew : 
With thatl ſtart awake as we are now, 
Yet feard my dreame had bin no dreame Ivow. 


I could not (for my life)tell how to take it, 
Forl was ſtricken ina mightie maze, 
T herefore if marriage come lle not forſake it, 
Tis danger to liue virgin diuers waycs, 
I would not inſuch feare againe be found, 
Withouta husband,fora thouſand pound. 


Suſan, 


Is it enen {o Grace,are you come to this, 

You thatperſwaded me from loue of late, 

Whenyou knew who,ſentmea Ring of his: 

And would haue had mebin his turtle mate, 
Youcunningly did make me to forſake him, 
Becauſe I thinke in conſcience you will take him, 


Ile truſt your word another time againe, 
That can difſembleſo againſt your hearr, 
Wiſhing that ſhould earnefily refraine, 


From 


The Bride, 


From that which thou thy felfe embracer art: 
T his is braue doing, l commend youGrace, = 
Butile nere truſt you morein ſuch acale. 


: Briae. 
T pray you here letthis contention ende, 
(We beingall of ſelke ſame woman kind,) 
Andeachthe other,withaduiſe betriend, 
Becauſe I ſce ſome of you wellenclin:: 
| Totake good wayes,and fo become good wines, 
Lle teach you certainerules toleade your liues, 


You that intend the honourable life, 

And vvould vvith ioyliue happy inthe ſame, 

Muſt noteeight duties.doeconcerne a wite, 

To vyhich vvithall endeuour ſhe muſt frame ; 
And ſo in peace poſleſſe her husbands loue, 
And all diſtaſt from both their hearts remooue. 


The firſtis that ſhe hane domeſtique cares, 

Of priuate buſineſle forthe houſe vvithin, 

Leauing her husband vnto his affaires, 

Of things abroad that Gut of doores haue bin: | 
By bim performed as hischarge to doe, 
Not bulie-body like inclin'd thereto. 


NCct 


The Bride, 


Thusas I cryd and weptand wrong my hands, 
And ſaid deare maydes and maydenhead adue, 
Before my face me thought my mother ftands, 

F And queſtion'd with me how this matter grew : 
With thatI ſtart awake as we are now, 5 
Yet feard my dreame had bin no dreame Ivow. 


I could not (for my life)tellhow to take it, 
Forl was ſtricken ina mightie maze, 
T herefore if marriage come lle not forſake it, 
Tis danger to liue virgin diuers ways, 
I would not inſuch feare againe be found, 
Withourta husband,fora thouſand pound. 


Suſan, 


Is it enen ſo Grace,are yon cometo this, 

You thatperſwaded me from loue of late, 

Whenyou knew who,ſentmea Ring of his: 

And would haue had mebin his turtle mate, 
Youcunningly did make me to forſake him, 
BecauſeI thinke in conſcience you will take him, 


Ile truſt your word anothertime againe, 
That can diflembleſo againſt your heart, 
Witlhingthat I ſhould carnettly refraine, 


From 


The Bride, 


From that which thou thy felfe embracer art: 
T his is braue doing, l commend youGrace, 
But ile nere truſt you more in ſuch acaſe. 


Bradt. 


T-pray you here letthis contention ende, 

(We beingall of ſelke ſame woman kind,) 

Andeachthe other,withaduiſe betriend, 

Becauſc I ſce ſome of you wellenclin':: 

| Totake good wayes,and fo become good wines, 
lle teach you'certainerules toleade your liues, 


You that intend the honourable life, 

And vvould vvith ioyliue happy inthe ſame, 
Muſt noteeight duties doe concerne a wite, 

To vvliich vvithall endeuour ſhe muſt frame : 
And ſo in peace poſleſſe her husbands loue, 
And all diſtaſt from both their hearts remooue. 


The firſt is that ſhe have domeſtique cares, 
Of priuate bulineſle forthe houſe vvithin, 
Leauing her husband vnto his affaires, 
Of things abroad that Gut of doores haue bin: 
By bim performed as hischarge to doe, 
Not bulie-body like inclin'd thereto, 


Not 


The Bride. 


Nor inte:medling aa number will, - - 
Offooliſ-goſbps,tuch as. doe neglett, * - 

The things which doe concerne them, and too ill, 
| Preſume in matters vato no effet: 

Beyond their element, when they ſhould looke, 
T 0 what is done in Kitchin by the Cooke, 


Or vnto childrens vertuous education, 

Or to their maides tharthey good hulwiues be, 

And carefully containe a decent faſhion, 

That nothing paſle the lymmits of degree : 
Knowing her husbands buſineſle from her own, 
Anddiligent doe that,let his alone. 


The ſecond dutie of the wife is this, 
(Which ſhee in minde ought very carefull beare) 
Toentertaine in houſe ſach friends ofhis, 
As ſhe doth know haue hnsbands welcome there: 
Not her acquaintance without his conſent, 
For that way Icalouſie breeds diſcontent. 


An honeſt woman willtheſcandalifhun, 
Ofthat report is made of wantonnefle, 
And feare her credit wiltto ruinerun, 


When 


The Bride, 


When euill ſpeakers doc her ſhame exprefie: © : 
Angdthereforefrom this rule apratiſedrawes, 
T hat the effe& may ceaſc,remouethe cauſe. 


Th'ird dutie is,that of no proude pretence, | 
She moue her husband toconſume his meanes, 
With vrging him to needleſſe vaineexpence, 
Which toward the Counter,or to Ludgateleanes : 
For many ydle huswiues (London Knowes) | 
Haueby theirpride bin husbands ouerthrowes. 


A modeſt vvoman vvill in campaſle keepe, 

And decently vnto her calling goe, 

Notdiuing in the frugall purſe too deepe, 

By making to the world a pecocke ſhowe: (wines, 
Though they ſecme tfooles, ſoycelde vntotheir 
Some poore mendoe it to hane quiet lines. 


Fourth dutie is,to loue her ownehouſe beſt, 
And be nogadding goflippe vp and downe, 
To hearcand carry tales amongſtthe reſt, 
That arethenewes reporters ofthe towne : 
A modeft vvuomans homeis her delight, 


Of buſineſle there, to haue the ouerlight. 
E ; 


The Bride. 


At publike playes ſhe nener willbe knowne, 

Andto betauerncgueſtſhecuerhates, 

Shee ſcornes to be a ſtreete-wife(Idle one,) 

Or field vvife ranging vvith her vvalking mates: 
She knows how wiſe men cenſure of ſuch dames, 
And how wich blottes they blemiſh their good 

| (names, 


And therefore with the doue ſhcele rather chooſe, 
To make aboade where ſhe hath dwelling place, 
Or like theſnayle that ſhelly houſe doeth vic, 
For {belter ſtill, ſuch is good-huſwiues caſe : 
ReſpeRing reſidence where ſhedoth loue, 
As thoſe good houſholders,the ſnayle and doue, 


Fift dutic ofa wife vnto her head.;. 
Is her obedience to reforme his will, iþo 
Andneuer with a ſelfe-conceit be led, 
T hat her aduiſe prooues good, his counſel ill: . 
In Iudgement being ſingular alone, * 
As hauingall the.wit,her husband none. 


| Shemuſtnotthinke her wiſedometo be thrs, 
(For we alafſe are weakelings vnto men} 
What ſingular good thing remainesin vs, 


. 


The Bride. - 


Ofwiſe ones in athouſand,ſhow meten, | 
Her ſtocke of wit, that hath the moſt (I fay,) 
Hath ſcarſe enough tor ſpending cuery day. 


When as the husband bargaines hath to make, 

In things thatare depending on his trade, ' 

Let not wifes boldnes,powor vato her take, 

Asthough no match were good but whatſhe made 
For ſhe that thus hath gare in husbands boare, 
Let her take breech,and giue him petticoate. 


Sixt dutie is,to-pacifie his yre, 

although ſhe finde that heempatient be, . 
For haſty words,like fuelladdeto hre, 

And more,and more inſenceth wraths degfee:: 
> When ſhe perceiues his choller ina fit, 

Let her forbeare,and that'sa figne of wit. 


Many occaſions vnto men doe fall, 

Ofaduerſe croſſes, woemen not conceiue, 

To find vs honny, they doe meere with gall, 

Their toyle forvs,doetheir owne ioyes bereaue : 
Great ſhame it were,that we ſhould ad theirwoe, 
That doe maintaine,and keepe,and loue vs ſo. 


FE 2 Eo 


. ry 


The Bride. 


It that a haſty word ſomerimebe ſpoke, - 
Let vs not cenſure therefore they are foes, | 
Say tis infirmitie that doth prauoke, (knowes : 
Their hearts are ſorry for their tongues God 
Since we by proofe each day and hower finde, 
For one har{hword; they giueten thouſand kind 


The ſeuenth duticrhbatſhe muſt endeauour, 
Is to obſerue her husbangs diſpoſition, 
Andthereuntoconfurme her ſelfe for euer, 
Inall obedient fort,with meeke ſubmiſſion.:; 
Reſoluing thatas his conditions are, 
Herrules of lite ſhe muſt accordingſquare> 


His vertues and-good parts which-\he doth finde, 


thee muſtendeauoyfor toimitate, 

The vices. whereunto heis enclin'd, 

Shee muſt in patience beare in mildeeſtate : 
Sothat the meekenefle of herlouing carriage, 
May be peace-maker,ofall ſtrife in marriage. 


* 


She muſt not doe as fooliſh woemen vic, 
When they are met about the goſhppes chart; 
1 hgirabſent husbands with their tongues abuſe, 


But: 
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The Bride. 


Bur vtterly abhorre to offer that : _ 
Reſotuing that a husbands leaſt diſgrace, 
Sould cauſe the wife to hauea bluſhing tace. 


The cight laſt dutie ſhe muſt take vpon her, 
Tobindeall rother ſeauen to be done, 
Is loue and chiefe regard to husbands honour, 
Which ifattrueaffeion it begunne: | 
Then be he poore, or ſicke,orindiſtreſſe, 
See flill remaines moſt firme in faithtulneſle. 


Beſtin aduerſitie it will appeare, | 
What conſfincy within the heart remaines, 
Noteſtimoniecan be found more cleare, - 
Then triend in trouble rhat his loue explaines : 
For ſuch a one we may reſolue is true, 
That changethnot, though fortune rurne from 


(yor.. 


And thus faire virgins, to youall farewell, 


WhatT haue ſpoken doe proceede from loue,. 

Theioyes ofmarriageI want artto tell, 

And therefore no more talke,but tryand proue : 
With wedding rings,be wines of creditknowne- 
God ſend good husbandstoyou euery one. 


EF INTS.. 


